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Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1^8 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6M Claim(s) 10 and 12-28 is/are rejected. 
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,f approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

, The disclosure ,s objected «o because of the folding mformalities: On page .6, hue 6, 
tnereisatypo'V. On page ,S, U„e 6, "^ot 166" is incorrect, the nurrot is no, assigned a 

number in the figure. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

* TT S C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

2. The following is a quotation ol 35 U.b.u. w^w 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

Lltion 102 of Mb title, if to differences ^^^ITTZtL the mvenuon was made to a person 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3 Cairns 1-8 10, 13-23, 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
the applicant has described tunable filters with respect totheir use in wavelength div.s.on 
beams w,.h different wavelength ranges, buttherets no manifest showing that thebeanrs created 
„ maintained .n their respective propagatron directions; however, Cormac. m figs. 3 and 4 and 
inc „, 3 lines 40-52, discloses a way of selecting wavelengths by rotating a mirror but the 
propagation dtrecttons are of the subsequent beams are maintained even whiie other wavelengths 
might be later selected. It wouid have been obvious to one of ordtnary s k i„ in the art touse 
CotmaCssystemtomaintainthe beam propagation direction in order notto lose signa. power 

k »own design choicethat is used in multiplexing. The having a multiple beams and that arelater 
combined isadestgncho.ee that helps in onesability to extent the range in multiplexing. 
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4. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cormack as 
applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Tai, patent 6275322. The system has been 
discussed above but there is no discussion of a thermal compensator, however, Tai disclose the 
problem in col. 4, lines 36-40, and describes the use of an elemental thermal compensator, but it 
would be an obvious design choice to use other compensators depending on the range of 
temperatures and the degree of accuracy needed. 

5. Claims 9 and 1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: In 
the claimed invention having compensation for the thickness of bandpass filter is not shown or 
suggested. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard Hanig whose telephone number is 703-308-4853. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8:00-4:30. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Georgia Epps can be reached on 703- 
308-4883. The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are 703-746-4744 for regular communications and 703-746-4744 for After Final 
communications. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0956. 
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